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long-winded succession of ejaculations, of which
the following are only a few:
For your hearthstones!
For the supporting posts of your house!
For the flesh of your body!
For your yuca!
For your blood!
If you hit me!
If you hit me with your hands!
If you hit me with a stick!
If you kill me and throw my dead body away!
Meanwhile the girl's father has the right to slap
and kick the supplicant, throwing the proffered
chicha in his face, to which the latter replies by ex-
tolling the virtues of his son, although he is per-
mitted the relaxation of a little private blasphemy
of his own directed towards his two supporting
henchmen, who add words of sympathy for his dire
position.
These violent tactics on the part of the girl's
father are pursued only when he intends the
marriage ultimately to take place, for should he
do this and still refuse the girl, it is one of the few
insults and personal affronts that will be remem-
bered for a long time. This may even lead to the
employment of witchcraft on the part of the in-
sulted man and his friends, or, at the least, a fight
at the next drunken party.
The first attempt is always a fruitless one, and